Dibenzyltin dichloride was synthesized from benzyl chloride and metallic tin by a literature method (Shishido et al., 1961) .
The title compound, [Sn(C 7 H 7 ) 2 Cl 2 ], exists as a monomeric tetrahedral molecule. The Sn atom lies on a special position of site symmetry 2. Adjacent molecules are linked into a linear chain running along the b axis of the monoclinic unit cell by SnÁ Á ÁCl bridges of 3.7275 (4) Å .
Related literature
For the synthesis of dibenzyltin dichloride by the direct reaction of benzyl chloride and metallic tin, see: Shishido et al. (1961) . For an overview of crystallographic and theoretical structures of diorganotin dichlorides, see: Buntine et al. (2003) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Sn(C 7 Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2008) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2009 ). Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001) of part of the supramolecular chain in (C 6 H 5 CH 2 ) 2 SnCl 2 drawn at the 70% probability level. Dashed lines denote the Sn···Cl bridges. Hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. Unlabelled atoms within the partially labelled molecule are related by the symmetry operation: -x+1, y, -z+1/2.
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